BEARS OF HOPE

A volunteer organization

Bear s@bear sofhope.com 847-673-4098 www.bear sofhope.com

January - April, 2011

We hope you will be pleased with all we’ ve accomplished so far this year
to comfort sick and needy children and adults.

MISSION

We provide huggable bears to children and adults who are sick; suffering trauma; feeling depressed;
or mourning the loss of aloved one. We do this by making handcrafted fabric bears we give to
social service agencies and clergy to bring to individuals needing comfort and hope.

BEARSBRING COMFORT AND HOPE TO INDIVIDUALS

2011 Goal
Make 250 Bears of Hope

43 bears were distributed amongst these agencies January-April:
Bethany Terrace Nursing Centre Chai Lifeline
Midwest Hospice & Pdliative Care Skokie Fire Department
Social service agencies and clergy are given bearswithout charge.

Chai Lifeline gave aBear of Hope bear to acritical ill boy.
Although he received gifts from relatives, al he wanted was

the bear. During his hospital stay, he slept with his bear and for?fk%e?]r;dy oBears
throughout the day his Mom said he would hug the bear. Now individuals to thank them for their
the boy is home and getting better and still keeps the bear near him. service to our country

Since 2007, over 900 Bears of Hope bears have been made and given to individual s struggling with a
difficult life crises.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Community Project Held With College Students

Students enrolled in National Louis University’s PACE (Professional |}
Assistant Center for Education) program wanted to do something
good for others by stuffing our bears. PACE is a specia program
for adults ages 18-30 who have multiple learning challenges.

This program teaches studentsto live independently and work in
the community. Thirty-five PACE students came to NLU’s Skokie
campus to stuff bears. PACE Student Life Instructor, Lauren
Kornhauser said, “ Stuffing bears for Bears of Hope gave our
students a firsthand experience how doing things for others can be
very rewarding.”

Students stuffing bears
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SPECIAL EVENTS (continued)

Bears of HopeProject With 9-10 year olds

Beth Emet Synagogue contacted us to arrange a project with
their students anBears of Hope They wanted to make bears
for critically ill patients at Israeli hospitals. The students began
the project on April 27 by tracing the bear pattern on printed
cotton fabrics. In the next few weeks, they will complete the
bears. The bears will be showcased on the last day of Hebrew
classes. Then the bears will be sent to Israel to comfort

hospltallzed patlents. Boys tracing bear pattern on fabric

Bears of Hopeon Display at North Shore Community Bank

During April, Bears of Hopéears that were designed by children from
North Shore Community Bank’s Junior Savers Program were on display
at the bank. The bears will be given to the Skokie Police Department.
Police Officers give bears to children in trauma from accidents, domestic
disturbance and criminal incidents.

Carolyn helps Bank President,
Ross Mathee, display the bears

CHILDREN'S CRAFT PROGRAM

Girls Choose Craft Program For Their Service Project

Hailey, Jamie, and Julia chose our craft program for their
combined service project as they prepared for their Bat
Mitzvah'’s. Friends were invited to help them design bears.
Bears volunteers will make bears from the girls designs.
These bears will be given to Rainbow Hospice and
Palliative Care for seriously sick children who need
comfort, hope and hugs.

From left:Julia; Jamie; & Hailey with bears they designed

Abby Makes Bears For Her Service Project

Abby choseBears of Hopeas her Bat Mitzvah service project and Chai Lifeline to be the recipient of her
bears. Abby wanted to be involved as much as possible in the project. She began by tracing the bear
pattern on unprinted cotton fabric panels. Then she met with family members and friends to create
designs on the bear patterfter Bears volunteersewed and stuffed the bears, Abby ironed-on the

bears facial features and tied bows around their necks. At Abby’s Bat Mitzvah, the bears were used as
table centerpieces. Then they were delivered to Chai Lifeline.

Abby Ironing on facial features Tying on bows With a few of her bears



